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Preferential Assessment  Statutory Reference

See Publication 122, Instructions for Farmland Assessments.

Form PTAX-334 available through your CCAO.

Form PTAX-337-R available through your CCAO.



Wooded Acreage Law

Wooded Acreage Assessment Transition Law
Applicable Statute

(35 ILCS 200/10-500)
Sec. 10-500. Short title. 

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)

(35 ILCS 200/10-505) 
Sec. 10-505. Wooded acreage defined. 

can be defined as 

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)

(35 ILCS 200/10-510)
Sec. 10-510. Assessment of wooded acreage.

as classified as f
The chief county assessment officer 

erred or no longer qualifies as w

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)

(35 ILCS 200/10-515) 
Sec. 10-515. Notice requirement. 

t to the chief county assessment officer an
interest or beneficial interest. wnership interests or beneficial interests in such an entity change 

ty no longer qualifies to receiv

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)

(35 ILCS 200/10-520) 
Sec. 10-520. Cook County exempt. 

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)



Which properties qualify?
must 

as not in a qualified f

not

all these qualifications are not

Must an application be filed with the chief 
county assessment officer (CCAO)?
No — 

Must the property be enrolled in a forestry   
management program?
No — 

See Page 9.

Does property purchased after October 1, 2007, 
qualify if it was assessed as farmland in 2006?
No — 

Does property put into trust by a parent after 
October 1, 2007, qualify if it was assessed as 
farmland in 2006?

e the beneficial 

beneficial r

Does property with residential or other 
structures qualify?
Yes — A qualifications f

i.e.,

2006) qualifies f

Does the remaining portion of a property 
qualify if the other portion has an approved 
forestry management plan?
Yes — 

tion qualifies f

How is property valued for assessment 
purposes?

“transi-
tion percentage”

Example:

Does every property in the county have the 
same transition percentage?
No — 

Is a property’s fair cash value frozen?
No — percentage
Example: 2006

2008

 — 

Transition Percentage Assessment (TPA)
Transition Percentage Assessment



What must the CCAO do to implement the TPA?
1 Reclassify qualifying property.

ust be reclassified from 

29

2 Calculate the property’s transition percentage.

3 Report the assessed value of vacant land/lots on   
  Line 35, “Wooded 10-510” on tentative (Form PTAX-
  280-A) and final (Form PTAX-260-A) abstracts of   
  assessments

not

4 Remove the transition percentage when the property 
  no longer qualifies.

 Abstract of Assessments
             Farm (A) Use codes

7
8
9
10
11
12

13 Total farm (A)

            Other Assessments           Use codes
35

What will be the taxes under the TPA?

Example:

When is the TPA removed?

e.g.,
e.g.,

etc. 
   Beginning October 1, 2007,

etc.
wnership interest or beneficial interest.

If the property is subdivided and a lot is sold, is 
the remaining portion still assessed using the 
transition percentage?
Yes — A qualifications 

etc.

Once a property is sold, is it automatically 
assessed at 5% of its fair cash value under the 
Conservation Stewardship Law?
No — 

Are these properties subject to equalization?
Yes — 

Transition Percentage Assessment

***

****



Conservation Stewardship Law
Applicable Statute 

(35 ILCS 200/10-400) 
Sec. 10-400. Short title; findings and policy.

ly finds that it is in the best interest of this State to maintain, preser

fi

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)
(35 ILCS 200/10-405) 
Sec. 10-405. Definitions. 

al Resources that specifies conser

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)
(35 ILCS 200/10-410) 
Sec. 10-410. Conservation management plan; rules. 

ation management plan sufficient f

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)
(35 ILCS 200/10-415) 
Sec. 10-415. Plan submission and review; approval.

ust first submit a conser

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)
(35 ILCS 200/10-420) 
Sec. 10-420. Special valuation of managed land; exceptions.

fi

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)

Conservation Stewardship Law 



(35 ILCS 200/10 425) 
Sec. 10-425. Certification.

officer of each parcel of land co
assessment officer shall deter

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)
(35 ILCS 200/10-430) 
Sec. 10-430. Withdrawal from special valuation.

, based on field inspections or from an

assessment officer of each county in which the proper

fi

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)
(35 ILCS 200/10-435) 
Sec. 10-435. Recapture.

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)
(35 ILCS 200/10-440) 
Sec. 10-440. Sale or transfer of unimproved land. 

y be reclassified by the chief county assessment officer and v

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)
(35 ILCS 200/10-445)
Sec. 10-445. Rules. 

(Source: P.A. 95-633, eff. 10-1-07.)

Conservation Stewardship Law 



Which properties qualify?
not

must

How is the property valued for assessment 
purposes?

Must the property owner file an application with 
the CCAO?
No — 

ust be filed with the Illinois Depar

When does the 5 percent assessment begin?

Example 1:  
06/30/08

2009
2010

Does property with residential or other 
structures qualify?
Yes — as long as the CSA qualifications f

fi

Conservation Stewardship Law 

Are there penalties for not complying with the plan?
Yes —

How long is the CSA in effect?

mine that the land no longer qualifies

What if the property sells or transfers?

ues to meet the qualifications f
ust be notified of the 

e.g., 

When is the CSA removed?

no longer meets the qualifications



Conservation Stewardship Law 

***

****

What must the CCAO do to implement the 
CSA?

i.e.,
ust confir

1 Reclassify qualifying property.

ust be reclassified from the current classification to the
“28”

2 Assess properties (CSA portion at 5% of fair cash 
  values).
3 Report the assessed value of vacant land/lots on   

  Line 34, “Conservation 10-420” on tentative   
  (Form PTAX-280-A) and final (Form PTAX-260-A)   
  abstracts of assessments

not

4 Remove the CSA when the property no longer qualifies.

Abstract of Assessments

          Farm (A) Use codes
7
8
9
10
11
12

13 Total farm (A)

            Other Assessments           Use codes
34

Important links:
http://www.illinois.gov/PressReleases/ShowPressRelease.cfm?SubjectID=18&RecNum=6312

http://dnr.state.il.us/Stewardship/

http://www.dnr.state.il.us/Stewardship/index.htm



Does property with residential or other 
structures qualify?
Yes — as long as the FMP qualifications f

How long is the FMP in effect?

mine that the land no longer qualifies

Can a FMP be amended?

Forestry Management Plan
Applicable Statute
(35 ILCS 200/10-150) 
Sec. 10-150. Property under forestry management plan.

tment and each chief county assessment officer of each parcel of 

Which properties qualify? 

Must an application with the CCAO?
No — 

fi

How is the property valued for assessment 
purposes?

fi

When does the FMP begin?

The following is not IDOR’s official interpretation. The Illinois Department of Natural Resouces is administratively responsible 
for forestry management plan approval. 

Forestry Management Plan

Important link: 
http://dnr.state.il.us/conservation/forestry/


