MARION COUNTY FULL BOARD MEETING
MINUTES
Tuesday, September 23, 2025
6:30 P.M,

Marion County Courthouse, Room 302

Meeting convened at 6:30 P.M. with Steve Whritenour, Marion County Board Chairman, leading the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Invocation presented by Marien County Board member Brock Waggoner.

Roll Call taken by Lori Linder, Marion County Board Secretary. Present were Tracy Murray, Brock
Waggoner, Sharon Woodward, Dr. Mike Douglas, Jack Riley, Dekorah Reed, Timothy McCance, Josh
Dunahee, Steven Whritenour, Cody Rose, Judith Meels-Hakim, Chris Krupp, Debbie Smith, and David
lossi. Absent was Adam Smith.

RECOGNITION OF GUEST: See attached list.

THOSE WHO WISH TQ ADDRESS THE BOARD

Guest Neal Smith, President of Little Egypt Golf Cars voiced his concerns regarding the under billing
(approximately 2 % %) of the property taxes within the County. He also questioned what the
ramification may be if the State intervenes.

Next, loe Splain, Marion County resident, shared with the Board the issues that he has been having with
respect 1o raw sewage being run onto his property that is coming from his neighbors. He stated that he
has had the Health Inspector involved without any resolutions being made. Marion County State’s Tim
Hudspeth stated that he will be in contact with the Marion County Health Department and the Sheriff's
Department and then report back to Mr. Splain.

Following, Marion County Board Chairman Steve Whritenour announced that State’s Attorney Tim
Hudspeth has requested to go into Closed Session to discuss Opioid Litigation.

Mr. Whritenour entertained a Motion to go into Closed Session for discussion regarding Opioid
Litigation. Chris Krupp made the Motion and was seconded by Sharon Woodward. Roll Call Vote: All
ayes— No nays. Motion passed.

Closed Sessian began at 6:38 P.M.

Debbie Smith made a Motion to come out of Closed Session and was seconded by Tracy Murray. Roll
Call Vote: All ayes — No nays. Motion passed.

Came out of Closed Session at 6:45 P, M.



Roll Call taken by Lori Linder, Marion County Board Secretary. Present were Tracy Murray, Brock
Waggoner, Sharon Woodward, Dr. Mike Douglas, Jack Riley, Deborah Reed, Timothy McCance, Josh
Dunahee, Steven Whritenour, Cady Rose, Judith Meeks-Hakim, Chris Krupp, Debbie Smith, and David
lossi. Absent was Adam Smith.

Chris Krupp made the Motion to accept the Qpioid Litigation settlement with the Secondary
Manufactures’ Settlements and was seconded by Sharon Woodward. Roll Call Vote: 13 ayes- 1 nay
(Brack Waggoner). Motion passed. State’s Attorney Tim Hudspeth questioned Mr. Waggoner the
reason for his “no” vote, and he did respond.

MARION COUNTY BOARD CHAIRMAN STEVE WHRITENOUR

Marion County Board Chairman Steve Whritenour announced the illinois Department of Revenue
figures.

2025 2024
%% $104,264.23 $84,944.70
1% §71,621.99 $34,570.67

Chairman Mr. Whritencur continued and addressed the correspondence from Matt Renaud, Regional
Office of Education 13 Superintendent regarding the appointment of John Consolino to complete the
last year of Mr. Renaud’s term as Regional Superintendent of Schools effective luly 1, 2026. Board
Member Brock Waggoner presented information regarding Mr. Consolino’s nomination. Sharon
Woodward made a Motion to appoint John Cansoling to complete the fast year of Mr. Renaud’s term as
Regional Superintendent of Schools effective July 1, 2026 and was seconded by Cody Rose. Voice Vote:
All ayes — No nay. Motion passed.

The next item discussed on the Agenda was the correspondence from Marion County Health
Department requesting reappointment of the following to the Maricn County Board of Health for the
terms listed:

Tom Turner, Retired Marion County School Principal 11/30/2025 - 11/30/2028
Paula Strother, Registered Nurse and Retired School Nurse  11/30/2025 - 11/30/2028
Keith Kessler, Marion County Attorney at Law 11/30/2025 - 11/30/2028

Dr. Michael Douglas, County Board Rep. and Veterinarian 11/30/2025 - 11/30/2026.

Mr. Whritenour communicated that the Board’s policy regarding appointments and reappointments had
previously been debated. A thorough discussion with respect to the public’s notification of the openings
and the proposed protocols transpired. Board Member Judith Meeks-Hakim voiced her concern with
this issue only being discussed when the Marion County Health Department has appointments or
reappointments. Thereafter, Debbie Smith made a Motion to table the Health Department’s request for
reappointments and was seconded by Cody Rose. Voice Vote: 12 ayes —~ 2 nays (Sharon Woodward and
Judith Meeks-Hakim). Motion passed.




VETERANS ASSITANCE COMMISSION

Finance Committee Chairman Chris Krupp stated that he had received an email regarding an
organization that would perform the VAC tasks for the County. After reviewing the information, he
discouraged utilizing their services. Bob Sheehorn President of the VAC of Marion County was allowed
to speak and emphasized that his intension is to hire a person by December 1, 2025. He has previously
provided their Budget to the Board for their review and is awaiting the decision with respect to the
funding for the program. Mr. Krupp reaffirmed that the Finance Committee is addressing this matter.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Dehbbie Smith made a Motion to approve the Full Board Meeting Minutes dated August 26, 2025 {Open
Session) and was seconded by David lossi. Voice Vote: All ayes — No nays. Motion passed.

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES

FINANCE COMMITTEE: CHAIRMAN CHRISTOPHER KRUPP:

Finance Committee Chairman Christopher Krupp permitted Marion County Treasurer Gary Purcell to
provide information regarding Ordinance 2025-09: Creating an Animal Control Donations/Memorial
Fund for Maricn County, lllinois. Following, Jack Riley made a Motion to approve Qrdinance 2025-09
and was seconded by Debbie Smith. Roll Call Vote: All ayes— No nays, Motion passed.

Mr. Purcell continued and conveyed details of the informational handouts which were included in the
Full Board Meeting Packet: Joseph E. Meyer & Associates and the Marion County Sealed Bid Auction of
Surplus Real Estate and Mobile Homes. Questions from the Board Members were responded to.

Next, Mr. Krupp addressed the Trustee Sale of 512 South Cherry, Centralia, lllinois. He had spoken with
Thomas Dunaway to obtain more information and voiced his concerns. Marion County Supervisor of
Assessments Mark Miller also relayed additional specifics regarding this matter. A debate occurred with
the resolution that this is a “unique circumstance.” Chris Krupp made a Motion to “allow Thomas
Dunaway to purchase the 521 South Cherry property Centralia for the minimum bid of $832.00” and was
seconded by Debbie Smith. Prior to Roll Call Vote, Board Member Brock Waggoner amended the
Motion by adding the statement “that this is a unigue circumstance that probably may never happen
again” with payment “by October 1. Roll Call Vote: 12 ayes — 2 nays {Dr. Mike Douglas and Josh
Dunahee). Maticn passed.

Lastly, Mr. Krupp conveyed that Bellwether is nearing completion of the FY 2024 Audit.



BUDGET COMMITTEE — CHAIRMAN BROCK WAGGONER:

Budget Committee Chairman Braock Waggoner clarified that his request for Resolutions to be placed on
the agenda should have been labeled as Ordinances, but their titles and descriptions are correct for
each. The Board Members were given copies of the Ordinances with their Agendas for tonight’s
Meeting. Mr. Waggoner stated that all of the information within the Ordinances had been previously
discussed during past Meetings, and a brief description of each was given prior to the Roll Call Vote.

The modifications are as follows:

Resolution 2025-51 is replaced by Ordinance 2025-10: Moving money from circuit clerk funds for
software covered by grant funding to contingency to cover property tax assessment review.
Debbie Smith made a Motion to approve Ordinance 2025-10 and was seconded by Josh
Dunahee. Roll Calt Vote: All ayes —No nays. Motion passed.

Resolution 2025-52 is replaced by Ordinance 2025-11: Increasing Circuit Clerk fund for salary
for onboarding new employee. Josh Dunahee made a Motion to approve Ordinance 2025-11
and was seconded by Judith Meeks-Hakim. Roll Call Vote: All ayes — No nays. Motion passed.

Resclution 2025-54 is replaced by Ordinance 2025-12: Adjustment of grant funds to match
dollars received. Chris Krupp made a Motion to approve Ordinance 2025-12 and was seconded
by losh Dunahee. Roll Call Vote: All ayes — No nays. Motion passed.

Resolution 2025-53 is replaced by Ordinance 2025-13: Readjusting monies for courthouse with
inflow of TIF funds for sidewalk repairs. Tracy Murray made a Motion to approve Ordinance
2025-13 and was seconded by Chris Krupp. Roll Call Vote: All ayes — No nays. Motion passed.

Following, Committee Chairman Mr. Waggoner conveyed that several items are being taken
into consideration for the FY 2026 Budget. Questions from Board and Budget Committee
Member Josh Dunahee were responded to. Further discussions will be taking place.

Mr. Waggoner stated that the Property Evaluation & Tax Advisors, LLC commended Mark
Miller, Marion County Supervisor of Assessments and the Marion County Office Holders for
working with them during their visit. They reported that they are on schedule for the
completion of their project.

Prior to the Insurance Committee’s report, Board Chairman Steve Whritenour briefly
mentioned that the U of | Marion County Extension Board Levy request of $163,200.00 was
approximately the same as last year.



INSURANCE COMMITTEE — CHAIRMAN DAVID |OSSI:

Insurance Committee Chairman David lossi announced that a Committee Meeting was conducted on
Monday, September 8, 2025 with representatives from Chaney & Karsh and Mutual Medical discussing
the Marion County Healthcare Insurance. Mr. lossi and Board Chairman Mr. Whritenour emphasized
that the premium’s 3% increase for next year is very reasonable.

BUILDING & HISTORICAL COMMITTEE ~ CHAIRWOMAN DEBORAH REED:

Building & Historical Committee Chairwoman Deb Reed began by addressing the topic of the Peoples
National Bank Correspondence Re: Loan Payment for Replacing Windows and Doors and Instailing a
Backup Generator. She stated that there is an ability to adjust the payment schedule. A brief discussion
transpired. Tracy Murray made a Motion to keep as is and keep payment at $85,887.09 to be paid off in
10 years and was seconded by Brock Waggoner. Roll Call Vote: All ayes— No nays. Motion passed.

The next item regarding the Marion County Public Service Building roof replacement was discussed.
Handouts were inciuded in the Board’s Meeting packet. Mrs. Reed informed the Board that the roof is
over 35 years old and has always been repaired and never been replaced. The project’s specifications
will be available at the Marion County Courthouse Guard’s desk or by emailing
llinder@marionco.illingis.gov. In addition, an ad for sealed bids will be placed in the newspaper with a
deadline of Monday, Octoher 6, 2025 at 3:00 P.M. The goal is to have this project completed and paid
for in FY2025. A Building & Historical Committee and a Special Full Board Meeting will be scheduled for
opening and approving the bids directly after the deadline. Several Board Members commended Deb
Reed.

Lastly, Committee Chairwoman Mrs. Reed relayed that an email was delivered to the Board regarding a
grant that is available for abandoned cemeteries. She is interested in contacting SCIRPD with respect to
applying for a grant for the Wham Cemetery in Marion County where Civil War Veterans are buried.

LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE: CHAIRWOMAN SHARON WOODWARD:

Law Enforcement Committee Chairwoman Sharon Woodward began by conveying that Marion County
Sheriff Kevin Cripps absent and will present his report at the Full Board Meeting in October.

Marion County Coroner Claude Howell had left the Meeting after he was notified of a call, but he
provided a written report to Chairwoman Mrs. Woodward. She communicated that there was a total of
32 deaths in August; 29 natural (6 cancer related and 23 other), 1 accidental, and 2 pending.
Additionally, 2 autopsies and 16 cremations were performed.

Marion County ESDA Coordinator Sherri Barter was absent due to iliness.

COUNTY & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE: CHAIRMAN TRACY MURRAY:

County & Community Committee Chairman Tracy Murray began by stating that Ken Ferguson, Marion
County Animal Control Administrator had also left the Meeting after being notified of a call.

Following, Mr. Murray announced that an adoption event was conducted during the Southern illinois
Antique Power Days at the Marion County Fairgrounds. He commended Ken Ferguson, Molly
Hongsermeier, and Hometown Paws for their success at adopting 14 out of 15 dogs. Unfortunately, he



County & Community Committee — Continued:

reported that several puppies and a few adult dogs have filled those open spaces and are now looking
for new homes,

Under New Business, Chairman Mr. Murray entertained a Motion to approve the Legal Holidays in the
Fourth Judicial Circuit, Marion County for the year 2026. Debbie Smith made the Motion and Judith
Meeks-Hakim made the second. Voice Vote: All ayes— No nays. Motion passed.

The Real Estate Closed Session toolk place at the end of this Meeting.

Sub-Committee Codification: Brock Waggoner

Sub Committee Chairman Brock Waggoner stated that there was nothing new to repott.

Sub-Commitiee Broadband:

Nothing new to report.

ROAD & BRIDGE COMMITTEE: CO-CHAIRMEN: ADAM SMITH & TIMOTHY MCCANCE

Road & Bridge Committee Co-Chairman Tim McCance allowed Marion County Highway Engineer Alex
Kreke 1o present his report that was included in the Fuil Board Meeting packet. He stated that the oiling
for the County has been completed. His crews are currently mowing and installing culverts throughout
the County.

Next, Mr. Kreke addressed the Resolutions listed on the Agenda and presented a brief description of
gach, While providing information regarding Resolution 2025-50: Preliminary Plat Entitled Whitetail
Acres Subdivision, Engineer Mr. Kreke voiced his concerns with the Texico Lane Road being owned by
Citation Qil. Several Board Members also communicated their apprehensions with respect to approving
this Resolution. A discussion transpired and in conclusion more information is required. Chris Krupp
made a Motion to Table Resolution 2025-50: Preliminary Plat Entitled Whitetail Acres Subdivision and
was seconded by Josh Dunahee. Roll Call Vote: All ayes — No nays. Motion passed. Alex Kreke will
provide additional information at the County & Community Committee Meeting scheduled for Tuesday,
October 14, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.

Tracy Murray made a Motion to approve Resolution 2025-49: ROW Permit Raccoon Water
Company/County Farm Road Boring Water Service Line and was seconded by Chris Krupp. Roll Call
Vote: All ayes — No nays. Motion passed.

There were no new updates regarding the Capital Improvement Plan for the Marion County Highway
Department Facility and Equipment.

PERSONNEL/LABOR RELATIONS COMMITTEE: CHAIRMAN: ADAM SMITH

Personnel/Labor Relations Committee Chairman Adam Smith was absent; therefore, nothing new was
reported.

LIQUOR LICENSE COMMITTEE — STEVE WHRITENCUR

Marion County Board Chairman Steve Whritenour stated that there are new owners of a business that is
in the process of competing their application for a new license.



REPORTS FROM SPECIAL COMMITTEES:

911
Marion County Board Representative Steven Whritenour stated that there was nothing new to report.

708 MENTAL HEALTH BOCARD

Marion County Board Representative Judith Meeks-Hakim stated that the next Meeting is scheduled for
December 4, 2025 at 5:30 P.M. at the Community Resource Center in Centratia. She shared that the
topic of discussion during this month’s meeting was their Budget.

MARION COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Marion County Board Representative Dr. Mike Douglas stated that there was nothing new to report.

SCIRPD
Marian County Board Representative Debbie Smith stated that there was a meeting this evening.

MARION COUNTY HOUSING AUTHOQRITY
Marion County Board Representative Judith Meeks-Hakim stated that a meeting will be conducted on
the 3™ Tuesday of the Month at the Centralia Chamber of Commerce.

WIB (WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD)
Marion County Board Representative Deb Reed stated that she and Debbie Smith attended the last
meeting via ZOOM. She conveyed that this was her last meeting due to her term expiring.

ENTERPRISE ZONE
Marion County Board Representative Chris Krupp stated that there was nothing new to report.

BCMW
Marion County Board Representative Adam Smith was absent; therefore, there was nothing new to

report.

Marion County Board Chairman Steve Whritenour entertained a Motion to go into Closed Session to
discuss Real Estate. Chris Krupp made the Motion and was seconded by Debbie Smith. Roll Call Vote:
All ayes — No nays. Motion passed.

5-minute break.

Closed Session began at 8:25 P.M.

Debbie Smith made a Motion to come out of Closed Session and was seconded by Chris Krupp. Roll Call
Vote: All ayes— No nays. Motion passed.

Came out of Closed Session at 9:23 P.M.



Board Chairman Steve Whritenour announced that during the Closed Session a discussion transpired
regarding the submission of a Closed Bid for the Salem Animal Facility. Prior to coming out of Closed
Session a Motion to submit a Closed Bid was made and approved by a Roll Call Vote with 8 Ayes — 6
nays (Brock Waggoner, Deb Reed, Tim McCance, Chris Krupp, Debbie Smith, and David lossi}.

Nothing further to come befare the Board, Chris Krupp made a motion to adjourn with mileage and per
diem and seconded by Debbie Smith. Roll Call Vote: All ayes — No nays. Motion passed.

Next Full Board Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Gctober 28, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.

Time: 9:30 P.M.
Approved: v %@\
Date: ID-28~258 Steve Fox, Marion County Clerk and

Clerk of Marion County Board
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